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ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 135/2024 & 267/2024

KHUSBU SINGH ..APPLICANT
VERSUS

STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ...RESPONDENTS
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IN THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 135/2024 & 267/2024

KHUSBU SINGH ..APPLICANT

VERSUS
STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ...RESPONDENTS

REPLY ON BEHALF OF DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER
PRAYAGRAJ, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDER DATED
10.01.2025 ALONGWITH THE SUPPORTING AFFIDAVIT

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH:

. That the present report is submitted pursuant to the directions of this

Hon’ble Tribunal in the above-mentioned matters, Original Application No.
135/2024 and Original Application No. 267/2024, wherein the Applicant
has raised concerns regarding sand mining activities and the protection of
turtles within a notified wildlife sanctuary along the River Ganga in the
districts of Bhadohi, Prayagraj, and Mirzapur, Uttar Pradesh. The
undersigned (Respondent No. 19) is filing this detailed report to apprise this
Hon’ble Tribunal of all relevant facts, notifications, and actions taken in

compliance with existing legal and administrative frameworks.

. That the Government of Uttar Pradesh, Environment, Forest & Climate

Change Section-4, vide Notification No. 346/81-4-2020-823/2008 TC dated
17.03.2020, declared a 30 km stretch along both banks of the River Ganga,
covering parts of Bhadohi, Prayagraj, and Mirzapur, as the Kachhua
Wildlife Sanctuary. The notification clarifies that the sanctuary area will

"constitute the area in the stretch of 30 Km. along both side of Ganga River
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falling in the districts of Bhadohi, Prayagraj and Mirzapur as Kachhua

Wildlife Sanctuary as per schedule below:-

Schedule
Districts Name of river Area of Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary
Prayagraj, Bhadohi | Ganga Area bounded by both banks of river Ganga in the
and Mirzapur stretch of 30 km. along main stram of River Ganga. |

Boundaries East (Down 'Stream | Latitude- 25.273769

of the River) Longitude-82.287486

Falling in Revenue Boundary of Village Baripur
uparwar, Gyanpur of District Bhadohi.
West (Up Stream of | Latitude- 25.215000

the River) Longitude-82.194814
Falling in Revenue Boundary of Village Kothari

Meja of District Prayagraj.
North Left Bank of River Ganga
South Right Bank of River Ganga

It encompasses river channel, bounded by both its banks, starting from
Village Baripur Uparhar (District Bhadohi) to Village Kothari (District
Prayagraj), and includes defined coordinates for geographical reference. This
initiative is rooted in the State’s policy to conserve endangered turtle species
and preserve the biodiversity along the River Ganga.a true copy of the said

Notification dated 17.03.2020 is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-1.

. That to operationalize the said sanctuary, the Government of Uttar
Pradesh, Environment, Forest & Climate Change Section-4, through
Letter No. 502/81-4-2020, dated 23.06.2020, exercised its powers under
Section 18-B of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. By this letter, the
District Magistrates of Prayagraj, Mirzapur, and Bhadohi were appointed as
Collectors for their respective territories falling within the boundary of the
newly declared Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary, and the administrative contro
of this sanctuary was explicitly conferred upon the Divisional Forest Officer

(DFO), Prayagraj (Respondent No. 19). Thus, it delineated a clear
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administrative and managerial framework for the protection and

management of the sanctuary. A true copy of the Letter No. 502/81-4-2020,

dated 23.06.2020 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-2.

. That the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, in Writ Petition (Civil) No.

202/1995 (T.N. Godavarman Thirumalakpad vs. Union of India &
Others), passed an order on 03.06.2022 reiterating that mining activities are
to remain prohibited within any National Park or Wildlife Sanctuary.
Further, in line with the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change (MoEF&CC) guidelines dated 09.02.2011, areas up to a 10 km
radius from the boundary of such parks or sanctuaries are to be treated as an
Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) if no formal ESZ notification is in force. These
directions serve to prevent ecological disturbances and ensure that such

sensitive habitats remain protected until a final ESZ notification is issued.

. That the present Original Applications, being OA No. 135/2024 and OA No.

267/2024, filed by the Applicant, Ms. Khushboo Singh, seek, inter alia, (i)
the cancellation of any forest clearance certificates or approvals granted for
sand mining leases within the Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary; (ii) the
prohibition on sand mining within a 10 km radius from the sanctuary
boundary (the default ESZ, pending its formal notification); and (iii) the
initiation or conclusion of settlement proceedings under the Wildlife

(Protection) Act, 1972, to protect and conserve turtles inhabiting this

corridor of the River Ganga.

. That in pursuance of the aforementioned notifications and to ensure strict

adherence to the guidelines of the Hon’ble Supreme Court and the
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MOoEF&CC, this office (the Divisional Forest Officer, Prayagraj) has issued
a series of letters and correspondences to all District Magistrates
(Collectors), Mining Officers falling within Prayagraj, Mirzapur, and
Bhadohi. These communications stress the prohibition of sand mining within
the sanctuary limits or within a 10 km radius thereof, and request the
relevant authorities to deny or cancel any forest clearances or mining leases
falling within the sanctuary or ESZ domain. In particular, communications
bearing numbers 828/15-1 (dated 14.09.2020), 2018/15-1 (dated
14.12.2023), 2630/15-1 (dated 30.01.2024), 2734/15-1 (dated 07.02.2024),
4189/15-1 (dated 16.05.2024), 4472/15-1 (dated 20.06.2024), 4490/15-1
(dated 21.06.2024), District Magistrate Prayagraj’s Letter No. 4484/15-1
(dated 20.06.2024), and this office’s letters numbered 592/15-1 (dated
27.08.2024) and 2256/15-1 (dated 24.01.2025), have been duly issued.
These communications request the relevant authorities to deny or cancel any
forest clearances or mining leases falling within the sanctuary or ESZ
domain, in alignment with the Supreme Court’s orders and State

Government policies.Copies of these letters are collectively attached as

Annexure-3.

. That upon issuance of the 17.03.2020 Notification establishing the Kachhua
Wildlife Sanctuary, no new forest clearance certificate has been issued by
the Prayagraj Forest Division for any sand mining lease or related extraction
activity within the boundary of the sanctuary or within 10 km thereof. This
measure ensures compliance with the legal mandate; the undersigned
(Respondent No. 19) has been diligently verifying that no further or fresh

approvals contravene the statutory provisions or judicial directives.
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8. That in areas where sand mining leases were previously sanctioned (i.e.,
prior to the sanctuary’s formal notification), the respective District
Authorities have cancelled those leases. District Magistrate, Mirzapur, for
instance, has issued orders cancelling mining leases located within the
Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary and the 10 km ESZ boundary, namely Order
No. 7467/MMC-30/Mineral/2023-24 (dated 01.01.2024), Order No.
993/MMC-2024-25 (dated 29.05.2024), and Order No. 7846/MMC-30
(dated 20.01.2024).A true copies of the aforementioned cancellation orders
issued by the District Magistrate, Mirzapur, are collectively annexed

herewith and marked as Annexure-4.

9. That the Senior Mining Officer, Prayagraj, through Letter No.
1703/Mineral/2024-25 (dated 23.08.2024), also confirmed the cancellation
of mining leases within the sanctuary and ESZ in Prayagraj District.a true
copy of the aforesaid Letter No. 1703/Mineral/2024-25 (dated 23.08.2024) is

annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-5.

10.That the statutory basis for these actions is enshrined in the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, Wwhereby Section 18 provides for the notification of
an area as a Wildlife Sanctuary; Section 18-B authorizes the appointment of
a Collector to oversee the sanctuary settlement process; Sections 19 to 25
stipulate the procedures for the settlement of rights, including identification
and adjudication of any existing rights within the sanctuary area; and Section
26 contemplates the issuance of a fina] notification once rights have been
settled. The Government Notifications (dated 17.03.2020 ang 23.06.2020),
along with the Supreme Court and NGT guidelines, collectively underpin the

ongoing enforcement measures.
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11. That the Notification dated 17.03.2020 explicitly outlines the area of the
Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary, specifying the geographical coordinates and
delineating the northern and southern banks of the River Ganga as
boundaries. It further includes details of the upstream (western) limit near
Village Kothari in District Prayagraj and the downstream (eastern) limit near

Village Baripur Uparhar in District Bhadohi, ensuring clarity on the exact

demarcation of the sanctuary.

12.That Section 19 of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, mandates that upon
notification of a sanctuary area, the Collector (in this case, the respective
District Magistrate appointed under Section 18-B) as below:
"Collector to determine rights.—2 [When a notification has been issued
under section 18,] the Collector shall inquire into, and determine, the
existence, nature and extent of the rights of any person in or over the land
comprised within the limits of the sanctuary".
The Collector is vested with quasi-judicial powers to conduct through

inquiries, receive claims, and pass reasoned orders for the same.

13.That in continuation of this statutory duty, settlement proceedings under
Sections 19 to 25 are currently in progress. These proceedings involve
public announcements, registration of claims, and fact-finding inquiries into
any pre-existing rights. Only upon conclusive determination and resolution
of such claims can a final notification under Section 26 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, be issued, thereby cementing the legal status of the

sanctuary without any ambiguity concerning individual or community rights

within the area.
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14.That as part of the settlement process, Proclamations under Section 21 of
the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, have been published by the District

Magistrates of Prayagraj, Mirzapur, and Bhadohi on different dates.

I. That a true copy of the Proclamation dated 15.02.2021 issued by the
District Magistrate, Prayagraj, is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure-6.

II.  That a true copy of the Proclamation dated 06.03.2021 issued by the
District Magistrate, Mirzapur, is annexed herewith and marked as
Annexure-7.

III.  That a true copy of the Proclamation dated 20.03.2021 issued by the

District Magistrate, Bhadohi, is annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-8.

15.That until these rights are settled and the Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) is
formally notified, the 10 km radius from the sanctuary boundary is treated
as the default ESZ, wherein mining and other activities that may adversely
affect wildlife and ecology remain strictly restricted. These measures align
with judicial pronouncements and ministerial guidelines aimed at

environmental preservation and wildlife protection.

16.Thus far, it is evident that the State Authorities have diligently implemented
the 17.03.2020 Notification establishing the Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary.
The District Administrations of Prayagraj, Mirzapur, and Bhadohj have
revoked or cancelled pre-existing sand mining leases within the sanctuary
and its ESZ. Furthermore, no new forest clearances or mining leases have

been issued by the Prayagraj Forest Division post-notification, ensuring



873

(,‘i

continued compliance with the prohibitions in place. The ongoing settlement

proceedings demonstrate the State’s commitment to balancing conservation

with legitimate local interests, if any.

17.That in summation, the undersigned (Respondent No. 19) affirms that all

relevant directives from the Government of Uttar Pradesh, the Hon’ble

Supreme Court, and the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change have been faithfully complied with. Any mining activities within
the sanctuary or its default 10 km ESZ have been halted, and settlement

procedures under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, are continuing in a

transparent and structured manner.

18.That the above facts and actions undertaken stand submitted for the kind
consideration of this Hon’ble Tribunal. This report is tendered with utmost
respect, reflecting the sincere efforts of the undersigned to protect the
ecosystem, particularly the habitat of endangered turtles, and to comply with

the legal framework governing wildlife conservation in Uttar Pradesh.

THROUGH

PRIYANKA SWAMI

ADVOCATE

STANDING COUNSEL FOR STATE, UTTAR PRADESH
F-13, JA‘NGPURA, NEW DELHI 110014
E-mall:advoriyankaswami@gmail.com

Date:15.03.2025
Place: New Delhi
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PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 135/2024 & 267/2024§

...APPLICANT

KHUSBU SINGH
VERSUS

STATE OF UTTAR PRADESH & ORS. ..RESPONDENTS

AFFIDAVIT

I, Arvind Kumar Yadav, aged about 43 years s/o Sh. Satya Prakash Yadav is

presently posted asDIVISIONAL FOREST OFF ICER,PRAYAGRAJ, UP.

1. That I am posted as stated above and well conversant with the facts of the

_present case and as such competent to swear this affidavit before this

Tribunal.
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VERIFICATION

Verified on solemn affirmation at Prayagraj on this \& _ day of March 2025,
that the contents of the foregoing affidavit are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and no part of it is false and nothing material has been concealed

therefrom.
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Advacate Motary
sty Head Quarter
Alahabaa

VIS DUCU L

- PR Sutiey IPem‘ ‘
Mace at Allahaba e océme ?.{ " M’Y\

“lentified by sniri

vocate the (= vents of the ‘ccumayn
s beer exlaned (o the « - uid wa
sdnitthe to L e Cor .~ '
\na the do~mcnes SRS AT

salliesii Li‘alnura@\)];d 5 8 < 2 - %5’—

ugvocate Notary
ST Hapn arre st

12



[ %

I T e S Oy L L T BT . S R s s e e

ANNEXURE-1

B Y
LTS |
=74 a2l - oo / Udo-

#ifjo / UoMa-91/ 201416

A ¢ dige G aAIAd

QUFRl e, I AQ9T

IR WRSNT TR ERT Ha&HaTd

STATIROT

faurft aRftrse

ATT—4, @vs ()
(aRfram amew)

AE@TS, WTAdR, 17 #A1d, 2020
BIEA 27, 1941 TS 09

TR TS I
ygtaRvy, a9 Ud Sorarg Rkad= AgarT—4
T 346/81-4—2020-823-2008 CI0TT
TEAE, 17 A, 2020

S
QodATo—85
@mmﬁm%&,ﬁwﬁﬁ%m#uﬁa@aﬂawﬂa@vﬁ%w@ﬁm.

dalA v Rom @ wie & for waie aRRefe, wRmR, TRk, (-, Igie du sfdmhe

g T 2
ava, T (¥Rew) aifif, 1072 (WM Hem s3 W 1972) H URT 18 B IWRI1) F 3 W
mﬁaﬂammm‘m@aw@mﬁﬂyﬁmﬂmaé]a?maaﬁmanMo
azars‘#rﬁﬂaaaﬁmw%Wm@mwﬂmmﬂihmﬁmﬁﬂma%aﬁamnﬂmm

[
)

M Foa BECEEL] PRI T W [IER @ O
T, T EHE R K EE TR ERE] , ;
] Rl @ R @ 30 falo
fartige

ami- TR AR, TR, Re1-R8 @) tora 9 3 -

- 25.273769

ATTR-02.287406

13


ANNEXURE-1


- 877

QRIRM ST, 17 ril, 2020

2 Qaw wder

unt g, N, fatel QAN ) AEHa R
aetig 25.215000,

A dMAR-02.194814 "
. S g—
il TN 74 & Jand T e

AN

B nlllﬁW’/
T 9,

) iR T,

g @ A |

YR (D o1 YaIE)

e et .

ns of clause (3) of Article 348 of the constitution, the Governor is

IN pursuance of the provisio
following English translation of notification no. 346/LXXX1-4-2020-

pleased to order the publication of the
823/2008 T.C., Dated March 17 , 2020:
No. 346/LXXX1-4-2020-823/2008 T.C.
Dated Lucknow, March 17, 2020

WHEREAS the Statc Government considers that the area, detailed in the Schedule below is of
adequate ecological, faunal, floral, geomorphological, natural and zoological significance for the purpose of
protecting, propagating and developing Wildlife therein and ils environment;

Now, THEREFORE, in exercise of powers conferred under sub-section(1) of section 18 of the
wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Act no. 53 of 1972), the Govemer is pleased to declare its intention to

¢ constitute the area in the swretch of 30 km. along both sides of Ganga River falling in the districts of
Bhadohi, Prayagraj and Mirzapur as Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary as per schedule below:-

Schedule
Districts Name of river ‘Area of Kachhua Wildlife Sanctuary
Prayagraj, Bhadohi | Ganga Area bounded by both banks of river Ganga in the
and Mirzapur stretch of 30 km. along main stream of River Ganga.

East (Down Stream of the | Latitude- 25.273769
_River) Longitude-82.287486

Falling in Revenue Boundary of Village Baripur
uparwar, Gyanpur of District Bhadohi.

West (Up Stream of the | Latitude- 25.215000

River) . Longitude-82.194814 .
. . Falling in Revenue Boundary of Village Kothari
Boundaries Meja of District Prayagraj. I
North ; Left Bank of River Ganga
South Right Bank of River Ganga
By order,
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